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For an UNDERTAKING to manage and produit 
RAW-SILK, of the Growth England; 
and to Rai ſe a F UND for the carrying. en the 
ume, purſuant to a PATENT granted to o 
APLETRE, Ei; under the Great Seal 9 


England. Dated the 23d Day of May, 17 18. 


T mig oht be ſufficient to 


Power to undertake it; and this more eſpecially, becauſe it is 


Grants without Demonſtration of the Abilities of the Propoſers to perform, 


hut e Sins full Satisfaction from the Undertaker. 


2 the Profits of the Undertaking may undiſputably appear. 


from whence any Place is denominated fruitful or barren, rich or poor Manu- 
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ny Man who. may doubt the Praice-: <; 1 1 
edel of this Undertakyg, to tell them, That my Lord Chan- 
cellor has affix d the Great Seal to the Grant ot an excluſive 5 


univerſally known, that his Lordſhip is very nice in his En- 
quiries into Things of this Nature; very backward to paſs ſuch 


and of the Practicableneſs of the Thing propoſed ; and a very good Judge of 
thoſe Demonſtrations when offer'd to him: And Laſtly, that in the preſent 
| Propoſal his Lordſhip not only did enquire critically into all cheſe Tartan 2 


Hur becauſe Men love to ſee with their own Eyes; and han it is 1 rea- 
ionable that the Undertaker ſhould remove all the jult Objections he can foreſee 
may be raiſed againſt his Propoſal, he humbly offers the following Conſideration 

to the World, by which the Uſcfatneſs firſt, "than the Freese and laſtly 2 


Tun Produce or Growth of every Country is the great general Article, 


+, tacures, Scitnation of Place, Induſtry of People, Commerce, Navigation, Cc. 

1 are the Improvers and Increaſers of Wealth; but Variety and Quantity of the 1 
Produce of the Soil or Growth of the Country i is the Fund of Wealth, om 
.. whence all Improvements begin, and upon which 83 nat and Commerce may 


Ps | L 2] 
* To ſay it is injurious to Trade to produce this or that Commodity, and 
that it were better for us to fetch it from Abroad, gt the Expence of Carriage, 
and at the Price of its Coſts, when Nature offers the ſame Commodity to our 
own Induſtry, and tells us our own Country ſhall produce it gratis, is to talk 
aA Language inconſiſtent with the Intereſt of our Country, and indeed, is Non- 
ſence in it ſelf; ſince it is an undeniable Maxim in Trade, that no Country 
ought to buy from Abroad what their own Soil can produce, or their own. 
nnn at Home. fo oe oo %e oi 
Ir is out of Queſtion, that we not only fetch from Abroad, and purchaſe 
from Strangers, great Quantities of Raw-Silk, but that we Import great Quan- 
tities of Wrought-Silks manufactured Abroad: The demand for Silks ot all 
ſorts is ſo great here, that all the Silk Wares manufactured here are not ſuffi- 
JO % D ß ron on Ds nes 
Ik,x there were no Silk at all wore jn England, but all our People would be 
content to propagate our own Wollen Manufactury, there would then be no 
room to diſpute, becauſe the Queſtidn would then lye between the Silk that 
is the Produce of Foreign Countrys, and the Wool which is the Growth of 
our own: But ſince Cuſtom and the Wealth of our Inhabitants has in- 
troduc d the wearing of Silks, and that to ſo prodigious a Quantity, the ſame 
Reaſon makes it moſt juſt, that if it may be produced in and made the Growth 
of our own Country we ſhould not buy it from Abroad.  _ 
Non is the Pretence of its being Imported in return for our Woollen 
MNlanufactures of any Weight in this 2 ſince *tis evident, Firſt, That our 
Woollen Manufactures are not actually Barter'd in Exchange for Silks, but both 
8 - - e for Money; nor are the Perſons always the ſame, but the Money is 
tanken of one Dealer for our Manufactures, and laid out with another for the 
Silk, without any Relation one to the other. r 


O the other Hand, could the Raw-Silk be once produced here, we ſhould 
not only have our own People employ'd, immenſe Sums of Money kept at Home, 
with which we now purchaſe our Raw - Silk, but ſhould Export great Quantities to 
Halland, Germany and other Places, and return very great Sums of Money to the 
e Sa Ballance of Trade againſt our Neighbours, as well Dutch 
as French. 5 8 | ITE Ig 5 re 2 7 IP THe 


Ir remains then, to enquire into the Practicableneſs of the Thing, and this is 
the Subſtance of the Undertaking : nothing is more undeniable than what 
may be done in little may be done in great, what one can do another may do. 
Tux are many Familys where the Children have made the Experiment of 
\ keeping and nouriſhing the Silk Worms, and (the youig Ladies eſpecially) have 
4 often ſeen the Produce of it. They have ſeen the little Induſtrious Crea- 
tures (the Silk-Worms, feeding on a very ſmall Quantity of Mulberry Leaves, 
_ firſt grow to its wature Bulk, then ceaſing to feed, wrap it ſelf up in its. mira- 
culous Webb, ſpin out its own Bowels, come out a Fly, lay its Eggs for à new 
Gegner ation, and ſo having finiſhed its uſeful Life, fly away and - EN: 
-——_,_ "Tms Experiment proves, that not the uncertainty of our Climate, nor the 
Cold nor the Wet (Which is its worſt Enemy) nor the want of Warmth, . In 
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à Word, nothing but the want of its Food is the reaſon why we may not have © 


nd as - — — 9 4 
4 + 
* 
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as many Silk-Worms in England as we have Muck-Worms (asking Pardon for © 


which we have occaſion for. =_ 
Tur next Thing then is to enquire whether the Mulberry-Tree will grow- | 
min England to as great Perfection as in other Countries; and this is evident by | 
obſerving to what vaſt Bulk thoſe few we have in England do grow, and how 
eaſy it is to raiſe what Quantity of them we pleaſe, and that in a much 
| ſhorter time than ſome at firſt fight may imagine, which leads to the main Ob- 
jection (viz..) That a Mulberry is a Tree of a flow Growth, and long coming 
ww. ab... JJ rb . 
Tus is anſwered in a Word, and that paſt Contradiction (viz.) That al- 
though a Mulberry-Tree may be long coming to the Perfection of a Tree to 
bear Fruit, it is not ſo long coming to bear Leaves: And as it is the Leaves that 
is the Fruit in the Caſe before us, it is caſy to prove, and many Gardners have 
made the Experiment, how great a Number of young Branches an old Stool or 
Sow (for ſo the Gardeners call a Tree whoſe ſmall Twigs they lay or ſtick 
down 1n the Earth for Encreaſe) will even in two or three Years time produce. 


So that in a Word, tis out of Queſtion, that whole Gardens or Orchards, _ 
nay Woods of Mulberry Trees (eſpecially white Mulberry Trees, which grow _ 
as quick as Lymes) may be produc'd in a very little time, if Encouragement _ 
| were given to plant and encreaſe them, one large Mulberry Tree being capable 
of railing a great number of Trees from it, which ſhall all bear Leaves, au 
be capable of being removed and ſet by it ſelt in the firſt Year. 1 
Non is it Impractic able even to dig or plough the Ground and ſow the Seed 
of the Mulberry as they do Acorns, or the Berrys of the Holly Bay, Philferra 
Lew, or any other Trees; which Seed would bring Leaves even the firſt Year, 
and encreaſe, ad infinitum. 1 % et 


he Expreſſion). that is to ſay, as we have or may have of any other Creature 


As then it is thus evident, that the Creature called the Silk-Worm will live, 
_ thrive and ſpin its Webb out here to its due Perfection, if it can but be ſupply'd 

with Food; and this Food is ſo eaſy to be produced as indeed nothing can be 

more eaſy and natural; it mult then be ſome wondertul and ſurprizing Obje&ion , 
that muſt come in the way of the Deſign in hand, to perſwade People to believe 
that Raw-Silk may not be produced in this Country as well as in any Country 

%% md RT m ST. 
Mr. Zvehn, in his Hlva, diſcourſing of the Mulberry Tree, and of the pro- 
fitableneſs as well as practicableneſs of this Operation, gives us an account of 
one Mulberry Tree that fed ſo many Silk- Worms with its Leaves as made ſeven 
Pound weight of Silk, and I quote him as an Author of unqueſtioned Probity 
and Authority: Andifrom his Authority I argue thus, e 
I!, one Silk-Worm may be preſerved and the Silk preſerved, as many may be 
ſo preſerved as there can be Leaves proeured to feed and kcep them with. 
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Ir one Tree nouriſh'd Silk Worms ſufficient to make ſeven Pound of Silk, then 
as many ſeven Pounds of Silk may be produced as Trees of that Bulk may be 
procured; and from thence the Profit of the Undertaking will be moſt regularly 


calculated, 


Tu Price or Value of ſeven Pound of Silk is eaſily underſtood, and we may 


wuoeithout making great Allowances for the difference of Prices on one ſide or 
bother, eſteem it about one Pound Sterling Money, for one Pound weight. of 
 Raw-Silk. 1 e e Sale 3% ͤ ¾ ET 
Nov the Expence of this is raiſing the Tree; and managing the Silk, and 
nothing elſe; ſo that without entring into Particulars," tis evident that the Profit 
ol this Undertaking, managed to a ſufficient Degree, will make an encreaſe beyond 
all the Trades now to be undertaken in the knowledge of Man in the World. 


4s to the managing of Silk-Worms, directing and bringing to perfection the 


Work it ſelf, this is what lies upon the Undertaker; and the firſt thing he has to 


fs on that Head is this (vix.) That as he is well affured of his own Experience, 


Judgment and Capacity for the Managing, and of the Certainty of the Profit 


in the Performance, ſo he gives this unanſwerable Proof, That he has good 
Grounds to be aſſured of it, that he does not (as has been the Cuſtom of moſt = 
Projects) attempt to ger Money in his Hands from the Subſcribers on Pretencg. 
ok Advance, or of Expences in the Undertaking, or on any other Account 
Whatever. But having a full Satisfaction in and Dependance upon the Good- 
nefs of the Deſign, he is willing to adjourn all his own Expectations to the Ex- 


periment, and to wait for all the Advantages he is to receive till the Thing it 
Welk ſhall give him Encouragement in Common with the Subſcribers. 
Ap tho he has been at great Expences in the Experiment which he has 
mae, ig the time he has ſpent upon it, and in proculug che Patent ; yer he 
a sks nothing to be paid or advanced to himſelf, but is wholly reſolved to give 
dis Labour and Expences, and to ſhare no Profit till the Adventurers ſhall ſee. 
i produced from the juſt Produce of the Undertaking TT” 


Non does he propoſe the Shares or Parts, into which for the Conyeniency of 
the Adventurers, he divides the Intereſt of the Undertaking to be valued high, 
ddr the Sum to be adventured great, that a great Sum may be Collected to pre- 
paare Work for Stock-Jobbers, and a Bait for Embezelment. V 


Bur reckoning the Shares only at 5 I. Share, and only 1 J. per Share to be 


paid in at firſt to ſet on foot the Undertaking ; the hazard of 20 5. is ſo ſmall, 
and the proſpect of Advantage ſo great, that he. cannot think there is any 


— AA ĩͤ ot opal, q 
Also, even this 20s. to be paid in; The Undertaker, to remove all Ob- 


Tec ions, reſolved not to have it put in his Hands, or any part of it, but re- 
| | ferved for ſuch Perſons to be intruſted with as the Subſcribers themſelves ſhalt 
chooſe; and the Money Subſcribed to be laid out as the Directors ſhall ap. 
point in buying Land and Trees to plant on it, which will be a perpetual Se- 


 eurity for the Subſcribers, not only during the Term of the. Patent, but for 


Tus | 


* , * g 7 — — p . * 
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Tu Propoſals or Articles are as followeth, and are contained in a Deed of © 


Truſt, enrolled in Chancery, to which Relation being had may more fully and 
at large appear. Whereas it is contrived that the Sum of 25000 J. will be ne- 


ceſſary to be ſubſcribed, and paid in for buying Lands, making Plantations up- 


on them, building of Houſes for the Reception of Hands to be employed in 
this great Work, and for the improving this new Invention: Which Sum is pro- 
poſed to be taiſed by Subſcription of 5000 Shares, at 5 J each Share, to ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons as ſhall voluntarily come in and ſubſcribe for the ſame, in a 
Book or Books of Subſcription to be opened for that purpoſe; ſubje&ed neyer- 
tkeleſs to the Terms, Covenants, Proviſoes, Conditions and Agreements herein 


after mentioned, viz. 


IurRIMIs, It is conſented, concluded and agreed upon, this Day of 
Odlober, 1718. By and Between the faid Patentce and ſuch Perſons as ſhall 


8 voluntarily ſubſcribe for any Shares in Manner hereafter mentioned. That 


on or before the Firſt Day of November next atter the Date hereof, one or 


: - 
by 


more Book or Books ſhall be opened at the Houſe of Meſſiuers Thomas Gibſon, 


John Jacob and Robert Jacomb, of Lothbury, where conſtant Attendance ſhall be 
given every Day in the Week (Sundays and Holy-Days excepted) from Nine in 
the Morning till Twelve at Noon, and from Three in the Afternoon *till Six ar... 
Night, for taking Subſcription until the Number of 5000 Shares ſhall be ſub-. - 


ſcribed, each Share to be of the Value of 5 I. and no more. 45 
2. Uron the Subſcription One- fifth Part to be paid into the Hands 


Meſſiuers, Thomas Gibſon, John Jacob, and Robert Jacomb in Lothbury, who 


| ſhall give a Receipt for the ſame; and every ſuch Receipt ſhall intitule the Sub- 
ſcriber or his Order to one or more Share or Shares, according to the Number 
of Shares that each Perſon ſhall ſubſcribe in the ſaid Invention and Undertaking 
Each Subſcriber to pay the remaining 41. at Four yearly Payments, the firſt 


Payment ro commence from the time that each reſpective Share ſhall be ſub- 


ſcribed for, and that a Months Notice at leaſt ſhall be given in the Gazette for 


each Payment that ſhall become due from the date of their reſpective Receipts. 


for the Subſcription Money. 


3. Trar each Subſcriber or Sharer who ſhall refuſe or negle& to pay in any 
of their reſpective Payments before mentioned, at the reſpective Days aforeſaid 
or within one Month then next after, ſhall be from thenceforth actually diveſted 


of all Intereſt in the ſaid Letters Patents, Undertaking and Profits ariſing there 


by; and ſuch Profits ſhall be divided amongſt the reſt ofthe Parties concern d. 


according to their Shares and Parts in the ſaid Undertaking. 


4. Trar as ſoon as Directors are choſen, as hereafter mentioned, they ſhalt 


concert proper Meaſures for making the firſt Plantation of Mulberry Trees 
in Chelſea wall d Park, a piece of Ground proper and taken for that purpoſe. _ 


upen Leaſe for 122 Years, 


5. That 
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. Tuar if 500 Shares ſhall not be ſubſcribed for, and a Fifth Part thereof, 
paid in, on or before the 25 Day of December next, every ſuch Subſcriber ſhall 
Te ar liberty to demand and receive again the Money ſe paid in upon every 
„ 0) if big bes boornotdnt 5 00 vinlg3 
5. Trar the whole Shares ſhall conſiſt of oooo, whereof 5000 Shares ſhall 
be for the Benefit of the Patentee and his Aſſigns, and others concerned; and 
the other 5000 Shares or ſo many thereof as ſhall be ſubſcribed for, ſhall be the 
Property and for the Benefit of ſuch Perſon and Perſons repectively, who, ſhall 
ſubſcribe for the ſame: And that all and every the neat” Profit and Profits ariſing 
by the ſaid Stock, Invention and Undertaking, after Payment of alt Rent Allow- 
' ances, Charges and Expences, certain and incident, of or in any wiſe relating 
to the ſaid Undertaking, ſhall de divided into two equal Parts, one Motety there- 
ol paid to and divided amongſt the Subſcribers, their Executors, Admini- 
ſtrators and Afigns, in Proportion to their ſeveral and reſpective Shares ; and 
the other Moiety ſhall be paid to the faid Patentee and his Aſſigns, and others 
cConcerned or to be concerned, their {everal Executors, Adminiſtrato:s and Aſ- 
ſigns, according to the ſeveral Shares and Intereſt they have in the ſaid Letters 


4 
* 


* 
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Patents and Undertaking, or any Part thereof, or the Profits or Advantages | 


- ariſing thereby. 


J. Tuar as ſoon as 500 Shares ſhall be ſubſcribed for, Notice ſhall be 
given in the Gazette of the Time and Place for chooſing by the Subſcribers 
Seven Directors 10 Days before the Time thereby appointed; at which Time 
wt ud Place all ſuch Perſons as ſhall have ſubſcribed before that Time for Five 
Shares, each or more, for carrying on the ſaid Invention and Undertaking, ſhall 
and may meet and chooſe Seven Directors out of the ſaid Subſcribers, by Bal- 


5 F Jotting or otherwiſe ; which Seven Perſons ſo choſen by Majority of the ſaid 
Subſcribers, together with the ſaid Patentee, Richard Muſgrave, Jonathan Jar- 


rat and Hercules Coyte, who are hereby declared and agreed to be Directors du- 
. ring their Lives, ſnall be and be called the Eleven Directors of the ſaid Invention 
and Undertaking for carrying on and managing the ſame, to the beſt Ad- 
vantage for themſelves and the reſt of the Subſcribers and Proprietors. But no 


EY +... Perſon or Perſons ſhall be choſen to be One of the ſaid Seven Directors, but ſuch 


relpectively as ſhall have ſubſcribed or actually have in their own Name and 
Right Twenty Shares at the leaſt; which Seven Directors choſen by the Sub- 
ſeribers, ſhall continue ſo until Michaelmas, 1719. on which Day, and on every 
| Michaelmas-Day after (unleſs the ſame ſhall fall on a Sunday, and in that Caſe 
the Day following) Yearly, during the continuance of the ſaid Patent; aud from 
tthence for ever after, Seven Directors ſhall be elected by the Subſcribers, in the 
Manner and for the Purpoſe aforeſaid, provided that ſuch of them the ſaid Pa- 
tentce, Richard Muſgrave, John Jarrat, and Hercules Coyte as ſhall not have in 

his own Name and Right 100 Shares in the ſaid Letters Patents and Under- 
taking, ſhall from thenceforth ceaſe to be Directors. e es 


g . — 


8e. Thar as ſoon as the Directors ſhall be elected, before they ſhall fit to do 
Buſineſs, they ſhall give 10 Days Notice in the Gazette for the Perſons intereſted 
7 to meet to make Choice of a Perſon to be a Caſhier or Treaſurer; and that the 


on 


perſon that ſhall be then elected and choſen by Ballotting or otherwiſe, by the 


Majority 
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Michaelmas, 1719. But from and after that Time, and from Time to Time 
yearly, it &all be in the Power of the ſaid Directors (Three at leaſt of the Di- 


ſcribers are according to the Second Article herein contained to pay their Firſt Pay- 


keeping the ſame; and that no Money ſhall be paid or iſſued out by the ſaid 
Tuomas Gibſon, John Jacob and Robert Jacomb, or any Perſon that ſhall be hereafter 
choſen or appointed Caſhier or Treaſurer, but by order of the Majority of the 


_ Subſcribers. . 
enterꝰ'd and poſted by ſuch Officers and Servants as the ſaid Directors at their 


_ thereto) and duely enter d in a Book for that purpole. — 


10 Txar for Conſulting and taking Care of the Welfare of the ſ⸗ 
Undertaking, the ſaid Directors ſhall meet every Firſt Thurſday in every Mon 
at the ſaid Office: And that Five of them {ſhall be ſufficient to make a Boa: 
on every Court-Day ; and all Matters ſhall be determined by the Majority vr 


be choſen by the Subſcribers, are conſenting to every Determination, Ds > 
11. Tua the next Thurſday after every Quarter-Day, viz. Lad)-Day, Mi4- 


adjuſted, 


fair and juſt dividend ſhall be ſettled of the clear Profits (after all Rents, Datys, 
Sallarys, and Incident Charges and Expences whatſoever, are deducted) arifing 
' from and out of the ſaid Undertaking, and vrhat every Perſon or Perſons Share 
intereſted therein ſhall amount to, the ſame {hail be ducly paid within One 
Month hen next following. e 18 „„ 

13. Mar every Perſon or Perſons that ſhall at any time be intituled to any 
of the ſaid 5000 Shares to be ſubſcribed for ſhaii have liberty to ſell and transfer 


kept in the ſaid General Office for that purpoſe, which Book {hall be call d the 
Transfer Book for the Subſcribers, and ſhall be kept diſtinctiy from the Transfer 
Bock for the ſaid Patentee, his Execators, Admmiſtrators and Aifigns, who ſhall 
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9. Tur a General Office be kept in a convenient Place, in or near London, 
where the (aid Directors ſhall meet, and where proper Books of the Accompts 
and other Tranſactions of and relating to the ſa:d Undertaking, ſhall be fairly 


Majority then preſent, ſhall be Caſhicr or Treaſurer, and ſhall enjoy the ſame until 5 


rectors to be choſen by the Subſcribers conſenting thereto) to nominate a Caſhier 
or Treaſurer, to continue during the Term of one Year : But in regard the Sub- 


ment upod Subſcribing, it is therefore agreed that in the mean time, and until 
2 Caſhier or Treaſurer ſhall be elected and choſen as aforeſaid, Meſſiuers Thomas 
7 Gibſon, John Jacob and Robert Jacomb, ſhall be Caſhiers for receiving and 


ſaid Directors, of which Three at leaſt to be of the Directors, choſen by the 


Meeting ſhall appoint; which Books may be iaſpected gratis by any Perſon in- 
tereſted in the ſaid Stock or Invention, and no Order to be made relating to the 

ſame, but what ſhall be ſigned by the Majority of the ſaid Directors then pre- 
ſent (Three at leaſt of the Directors to be choſen by the Subſcribers conſenting 4 


the Directors then preſent, provided that Three (at leaſl) of the Directors to 
ſummer, Michaelmas and Chriſtmas, ſhall be a General Court-Day, at which all | 
Accompts ſhall be delivered in at the Board upon Oath (if required) and fair. 


12. Thar on every Court Day next after the 29% of September yearly, a 


any entire Share, provided the ſame be duely cnter'd in a 'Erans:cr Book to be 
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ee liberty to ſell and diſpoſe of all or any Part of their Shares or Intereſt in 


ey or any of them ſhall think fitting, provided an Entry or Entrys of Sale 


ales, Diſpoſirion or Diſpoſitions and when made, be fairly regiſtred and kept 
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r 
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FIG 


9 Bod to be called the Transfer Book for the Patentee. 


8 
8 


; T have Power to correct or amend any of the ſaid Articles herein contained; or 


"Fee convenient, provided Three of the Directors to be choſen by the Subſcri- 
bers are conſenting to ſuch Addition and Amendment. Provided nevertheleſs, 
chat nothing ot that Nature ſhall be done to prejudice the ſaid Patentee, or 
© the ſaid R. Muſgrave, J. Jarrat and H. Coyte, their Executors, Adminiſtrators 


ite ſaid Undertaking which they are intituled to. And that no Order of the 


Katprejudice the Intereſt of the ſaid Patentee, and his ſaid Aſſigns, their, or any 
err of their Executors, Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns, unleſs the ſame ſhall 


. and EH. Cote, their Executors or Aſſigns. 


— ** 2 * - 
d 1 
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-e choſcn by the Subſcribers are conſenting thereto. 


Mee Laſtly, That upon the deceaſe of any of them, the ſaid Patentee, R. 
i rave, J. Jarrat and H. Coyte, their Executors and Afﬀigns, ſhall and may 
i onfinction with the Subſcribers, who are to meet for that Purpoſe, have 


iii Perſon or Perſons deceaſed, and ſo from time to time for ever in the ſame 
ner as the Subſcribers chooſe their Directors. 15 . 
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aid Letters Patents, Invention and Undertaking, to ſuch Perſon or Perſons 


14. Tnar the ſaid Directors for the time Being, at their General Court, ſhall 


to add any new or other Article, Clauſe or Agreement, for the Good and Pro- 
ſperity of the ſaid. Invention and Undertaking as they ſhall from time to time 


or Aſſigns, or to the prejudice or leſfening of their or any of their Intereſt in 


©Subſcrbers ſhail ſtand good or be in force to any Purpoſe whatſoever to leflen 


Firſt conſented to and ſigned by the ſaid Patentee, and the ſaid R. Muſgrave, | 


. Trar the Directors or the Majority of them, may appoint ſuch Officers, 
s and Servants for the carrying on this Undertaking as they ſhall think 
®Freeflarv ; and make them ſuch reaſonable Salarys and Allowances for their Pains 

I Trouble as they ſhall think fit, provided that Three arleaſt of the Directors 


ver and Authority to elect a Director or Directors in the Room or Place of 


